        
	
Will you be my friend?

Welcome back! We have been so impressed by how well the children have started back at school showing us how well they understand the rules and routines in the class.
This half term we will be celebrating the tradition of Halloween , the British tradition of Bonfire Night and the Hindu festival of light ‘Diwali’. At the end of term we will be learning about the Christian celebration of Christmas and performing in an incredible Nativity. There will be more information about this to follow.
On Wednesday 7th November we would like to invite you into school to spend time with your child and make an observation on Tapestry. Adults will be there to support you and iPads will be available if you would prefer to use one of our devices. We hope that you all attend as this is a lovely opportunity to celebrate and encourage your child’s learning and progress.  
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Physical Development

Our focus this term will be using a range of one-handed tools with increasing control. We would like to see children using larger equipment safely. We will continue with weekly Jabadao (physical play) into our P.E session once a week.sessions.
P.E will be every Tuesday and starts on Tuesday 6th November.. Please remember to provide your child with their Welland Academy P.E kit. Children must not wear earrings on P.E day
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Communication and Language

We are all aware of the rules and routines in class so now we will be developing our listening skills. We will be encouraging children to listen to stories and then respond with appropriate comments or ideas. We will be introducing a lot of new vocabulary based on friendship and our key stories. We hope to see the children use these new words in their play and independent learning.  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Now that we all know each better, this half term we will be learning how to be a good friend. We will be talking about what we can do if someone is ‘unkind’ and how that makes us feel. 
We will be supporting and learning about the Academy principles of being Ready, Respectful and Safe. We will be learning more about the Academy core values; kind, resilient, brave, honest, patient, independent, confident and curious.
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	Literacy
[image: ]We continue to encourage children to recognise and write their name. We have a wide range of books that children can read independently throughout the day. We will be developing our writing skills through lots of opportunities for children to mark make and begin to apply their phonic knowledge. They will be using a variety of tools and will be encouraged to tell another person what they have written both in their independent writing and with teacher support. We will also be doing daily guided reading sessions learning to read ‘tricky’ words on sight and using resources to re-tell stories.
	Mathematics
[image: J:\Primary\Photos\EYFS 17-18\math.jpg]Independent number activities are provided daily with resources alongside other areas of learning. In teacher focus activities children will be developing their counting, ordering, writing and recognising skills working with numbers up to 20. In shape, space and measure we will be learning about positional language (near, next to, behind) and comparative language (big, bigger, biggest). Through sand and water play, children will also have the opportunity to explore capacity and weight. 



	Understanding of the World
This half term we will be exploring how our world is changing around us. We will be focusing on growth and change in the natural world. The weather will form the basis of questioning and investigation. We will also be learning about each others similarities and difference through the religious festivals of Diwali and Christmas. We will go on walks around our local environment and talk about where we live. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Image result for welland estate peterborough]We will take a walk around the Welland area after half term. 

	Expressive Arts and Design
[image: ]Our home corner role play will continue in one classroom, with a hairdressers in the other. Both of these areas will be encouraging language through play and lots of mark making. Children will be encouraged to engage with resources and begin to create their own stories by using their imagination, story language and one-handed tools. Children will also be taking part in the end of term ‘Nativity’ where you can come and watch them sing and dance. 

                                                 





How can you help?
Here are a few suggestions to how you can help and support your child. Choose a time of the day when you have plenty of time as they should be fun for you both! Please let us know how you get on – if you take photos we would love to see them. 

· What activities did you do today? Talk to your child about their day so that they know you value their learning. Use the letters we send home to start the conversation. 

· Get dressed and undressed independently. It might take a little extra time now but is worth it in the long run. This will also help your child in school where they have to get unchanged for P.E., put their coat on for outside play, take their shoes off for Jabadao etc. 

· Recognise and write their name. Let your child find their name themselves in the morning with your help. Help them write their name first by copying, then by writing it themselves, forming each letter correctly. It will give them a great sense of pride and helps them take ownership of their work.

· Let them write. Encourage your child to make marks/scribbles/random letters as these form the beginnings of writing. If they are starting to write simple words then this is fantastic! Find ways to encourage them to write more. Write with water outside, in puddles, in mud, with chalk, in the bath, in flour, on paper – there are so many ways to inspire even the most reluctant writer. Please talk to one of us if you run out of ideas.

· Find and talk about numbers. Numbers are all around us and encourage your child to see how important they are. Find fun ways for your child to count as they play and go about their daily life. Can they see numbers in their environment? Can they count things to set the table? Count the toys as they put them away? 



Websites to support your child in their reading, writing and mathematics.
· www.phonicsplay.co.uk
· www.topmarks.co.uk
· http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ei0iFs5uF6w
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJSVrq-6-jc

Applications for tablets to support your child in their reading writing and mathematics:

· Twinkl phonics suite[image: ]
· [image: ]Jolly phonics letters sounds app
· [image: ]Daisy Dinosaur
· Collins big cat
· Monster hunt 
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